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To this, Mademoiselle Eachel, bowing gracefully, replied,
" Monseignenr, I believe."
Apropos of these recitations at the Abbaye aux Bois, Mad-
ame Delphine 'Gay, the celebrated mother of as celebrated a
daughter, is reported to have given way to an amusing out-
burst of indignation. Returning one morning from a visit to
the convent, she threw herself in an arm-chair, exclaiming,
" Can any one imagine so absurd a thing ? Just fancy a
parcel of rusty old academicians teaching Eachel to act Phc-
dre / Brifault, the greatest stranger to Venus, tittering
' C'est Venus tonte entifere a sa proie attachee!'
What can he know of the feelings of the victim of the goddess
of love and beauty?"
It has been said that Eachel is never so happy as when she
can act in comedy, and especially the soubrettes of Moliere—
parts utterly unsuited to her, and in which, however accurate
her conception of the character, her hollow, cavernous voice,
her tragic gait, gesture, and look, render her unendurable, not
to say absurd. In certain dramatic roles she has been greatly
applauded; for instance, in that of Adrienne Lecouvreur, in
which she appeared to advantage; but it was certainly more
as a pretty woman than as a finished artiste that she won ad-
miration. The success she obtained in Adrienne induced her
to extend her incursions still farther into the domain of Made-
moiselle Mars: she played in succession Louise de Lignerolles,
Mademoiselle de Belle Isle, Madame Tartuffe, and other roles of
the modern drama, in all of which her voice prevented her
from attaining to that degree of excellence to which her act-
ing would have raised her.
As to the soubrettes of Moliere, she undertook them on the
following occasions:
In 1844, the theatre of the Odeon, having had a constant
run of ill luck, was closed; but as the public of that quarter
of Paris required a theatre, the authorities decided that the
management of the Theatre Prancais should provide for both
theatres, one company doing duty alternately in both houses.
Eachel was obliged to take her share in this work. The plan
was soon found to entail too great fatigue on the performers
on account of the distance between the theatres, and was very
soon given up.

